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Community Partnerships Have Significant Impact

Wilson Wellness Collaborative
Highlighting Local Partnerships That Are Improving Community Health
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Presenters are pictured left to right: Jeff Hill, NaDene Tucker, Robin Williams, Michelle Brown, Teresa Ellen, Candice Rountree,
Yolanda Taylor, Megan Carlson, Judi Thurston, John Morck

The Wilson Wellness Collaborative convened in November to discuss the ongoing work and
progress towards the goals of the 3 year comprehensive health and wellness plan introduced last
May. The reports from local partners included an update on the establishment of a Wilson Food
Council as well as the utilization of NC Pre-K slots recently allocated to Wilson. Partners also
received an update of expanded work based learning opportunities with an emphasis on

local students' future employability and connection to improved health outcomes. Finally, a
representative of Unite Us introduced local partners to NCCARE360, the first statewide coordinated
care network to electronically connect those with identified needs to community resources.

View Full Plan Here

Gig360 - Connecting Young Professionals

Gig360 Hosts Inaugural Feast of the East Oyster & BBQ Roast

Gig360, Wilson's local young professionals
network with over 45 members, hosted its
inaugural Feast of the East event with chefs
from across the country earlier this month.
Nearly 300 guests enjoyed oysters, barbecue
and live entertainment at the Vollis Simpson
Whirligig Park.

In an effort to strengthen the connections
between young professionals living and working
in the Wilson area, Gig360 formed last year as
a social organization for community-minded
young professionals. If you or someone you
know is interested in finding out more about
Gig360, please contact Cameron Cochran at
CCochran@WilsonForward.org or like the
Gig360 Facebook page.

Pictured below: Members of Gig360 Hosting Feast of the East

NC Rural Assembly 2019

This year’s NC Rural Assembly was held on
November 21-22 in Raleigh. With a gathering of
over 400 leaders from across the state, we had the
opportunity to join other rural communities that are
also building their distinct economies and
establishing very specific identities. As noted
throughout the conference, each community's story
and goals might be different, but there are
certainly common themes in any economically
vibrant small town or rural community. We are
finding ways to transcend traditional ideas,

Pictured left to right: Karen Gliarmis, Paula Benson,
expectations, and practices to create meaningful

Patrick Woodie, Alice Schenall, Debby Futrell
results!

2019 Home of Future Thinking

The Home of Future Thinking provided an

opportunity for local representatives to gather

with leaders from across the United States

to discuss topics from the perspective of

"micropolitan" communities.

Discussions included the opportunities and

challenges associated with housing

affordability, infrastructure investment,

educational offerings, and the importance for

building social capital. The conference was _
hosted in Rocky Mount and highlighted the - —— r— 4

. . L Pictured left to right: I:x’bdger Lentz, Paula Bensoh,
importance of regional collaboration in _ ,

) Kimberly Van Dyke, Ryan Simons, Cameron Cochran
eastern North Carolina.
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Pictured left to right: Brooklyn Mills, Sarah Langer Hall, Emily ~ Attendees at Home of Future Thinking Conference

Gangi, Paula Benson, Cameron Cochran
Read More Here

Become a Supporter Today!

The success of Wilson Forward is dependent on
the partnerships we have with our local
community, and many of our partners provide
annual investments to support our organization.
\ Wilson Forward operates on a modest budget,
IS WILSON FORwAiiD?ﬁ DO WE DO? and we are funded through the steadfast support
p— P of our city and county governments as well as
: : every sector represented through our Board of
Directors. Over the past few years, we have
w established a more significant investment from the
corporate and private sector of our community,
DOWEDOIT? GIVE TODAY? and in the years ahead, we will strive to build even
stronger relationships with our local business
partners and individual community members.
CLICKHERE TO VIEW THE

WILSON FORWARD
2019/2020 FUNDRAISING BROCHURE CONTRIBUTE TODAY!

Happy Thanksgiving From Wilson Forward!

With Thanksgiving upon us, we are grateful and humbled é;%: :
by the trust our partners continue to place in the work of |
Wilson Forward.

This holiday gives us a chance to reflect on the strength
and collaborative spirit of our community, and the rewarding
opportunities we are offered with so many local partners.
We appreciate you very much, and we hope you have

a Happy Thanksgiving!

COMMUNITY PARTNER EVENTS

Upcoming Community Partner Events & Programs

WCDSS BARTON FOOTBALL RIOT BUSINESS

CHRISTMAS GIFT ACCELERATOR
DRIVE COUNTDOWN PROGRAM

Cod RIOT
= RloT Accelerator Program
Application Deadline Dec 16th

2019 WCDSS Adult Intervention Team _:
Guardian Angel Tree and Holiday Wish List ‘L‘

November 12 - December 18, 2019
Q Business Owners: APPLY NOW at
to join the RAP Wilson Cohort (Spring 2020)

Gifts are needed by December 18
© for Christmas delivery.

Help make the holidays brighter for our
guardianship customers by donating to our
Guardian Angel Tree & Holiday Wish List drive.

November

Contact Nikki Mears to adopt an angel or to 12

make a donation to help cover the purchase of
wish list items.

Contact: o
Nikki Mears, Team Leader www.

252-206-4126 or nmears@wilson-co.com January
War

WCDSS g?)

WCC ADVANCED ARTS COUNCIL OF
MANUFACTURING WILSON HOLIDAY GET CONNECTED
INSTITUTE

GET CONNECTED
Make a Difference
VOLUNTEER

United Way
of Wilson County|

NEED VOLUNTEERS?
WANT TO VOLUNTEER?

GET INVOLVED,
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.

CLICK HERE TO
GET CONNECTED!
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IS PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS!
IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP - LET US KNOW!
WE WOULD LOVE TO INCLUDE YOU IN OUR NEXT MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

FOR MORE DETAILS
PLEASE EMAIL CAMERON COCHRAN AT

IF YOU'D LINKE TO SHARE AND EVENT

Please contact us with any .
questions or inquiries Connect with us th rough

i |
Paula Benson, Executive Director the llnkS bGlOW.

PBenson@WilsonForward.org a u

Cameron Cochran, Associate Director
CCochran@WilsonForward.org
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