
Impact Wilson
January 2020
A Wilson Forward Newsletter

Support
Today

Community Gathers for
Annual Meeting

The Wilson Forward Annual Meeting has
featured inspiring local and regional projects
and highlighted local organizations that are
working together to make our community

even stronger. We convene over 170 local
leaders to hear keynote presentations on

health and wellness, education, and
workforce development. This annual

gathering has grown each year and serves as
Wilson's largest gathering of community

leaders.  The 2020 Wilson Forward Annual
Meeting is scheduled for October 8th, 2020.

Read More

Community Leadership
Shares Common Goals

The collaborative work of Wilson Forward is
governed by an engaged board of directors

representing 24 leaders of anchor
organizations who provide shared vision and

a strong commitment to collaboration in
Wilson.  The partnership, engagement, and

support of the Wilson Forward board
members demonstrate the unique

relationships and partnerships that are
moving our community forward in so many
ways. Our agendas are aligned, and our

resources are shared. 

Read More

Connections for Resources
and Partnerships
Wilson Forward serves as a connection to many
regional, state and national conversations offering
relevant education and opportunities for Wilson.
Some of these partnerships include serving as
statewide advisory leaders and establishing
memberships to exclusive networks of leaders
in rural and urban communities. 

Read More

Rethinking Community
Health 

The Wilson Wellness Collaborative (WWC)
represents a cross-sector collaboration of
over 75 community partners committed to
the improvement of health and wellness in
Wilson County. Wilson Forward serves as

the facilitator to numerous community
partners who are providing diverse

resources, experiences, and leadership to
the structure and implementation of a

holistic approach to community health. By
setting social determinants of health as a

priority in this collaboration, the Wilson
Wellness Collaborative is addressing some

of the most significant influences to the
health of our population.

Read More

Innovative Opportunities
for Local Youth

The Youth Master Plan originated through a
partnership of Wilson Forward and Wilson

County Schools to bring together educators,
parents, community members, nonprofits,
businesses, churches, law enforcement,

and government agencies to work together
on five key focus areas where attention and

action were warranted. The many
achievements recognized through the

implementation of this plan have assured us
that we are a community who cares about

each and every child.

Read More

Health, Employment,
and Quality of Life for All

With more than 75 community partners,
Wilson Forward implemented the Beyond

21 Plan to meet the needs of our adult
community. This plan represents the
collaborative efforts of all partners to
address local unemployment, talent

attraction and retention, the growing needs
of an aging population, strengthening

community leadership and civic
engagement, and improving our

community's health.

Read More

Advisory Board to Guide
Community Initiatives

Wilson Forward joins over 50 partners from
local organizations to serve as a board of
advisors who provide recommendations
concerning Wilson Forward's ongoing

initiatives.  The Board of Advisors (BOA)
serves as an essential link between Wilson

Forward and the larger community of
Wilson, and we work together to create and

sustain positive changes.

Read More

Central Access
Point for

Community Data
Wilson Forward focuses on

current community conditions
and opportunities that will lead

to improvement. We
provide an access point to

data for over 200 community
leaders and members who
are focused on moving our
community forward. This
resource was developed

for all partners to use as a
reference and measurement

tool to evalaute
information relevant

to education, health and
wellness, and workforce

development.

Read More

Wilson
Leadership

Institute
Wilson Forward partnered with

the Wilson Chamber of
Commerce and Wilson

Economic Development Council
to offer the Wilson Leadership
Institute (formerly named the
Impact Initiative).  The Wilson

Leadership Institute is designed
specifically to identify, train, and

deploy individuals with an
interest in representative

leadership positions in and for
Wilson. In October of 2021, the

third class of participants will
graduate in the Wilson Forward

Annual Meeting.

Read More

Connecting Young
Professionals

In an effort to strengthen the
connections between young

professionals living and working
in the Wilson area, Gig360

formed in late 2018 as a social
organization for community-

minded young professionals in
Wilson County. With more than

50 members and growing,
Gig360 hosts numerous

networking and community
events including the Beats and
Eats music series in downtown

Wilson, monthly socials and
learning lunches, and the

annual Feast of the East roast in
the Volis Simpson Whirligig

Park.

Read More

School Based
Health Centers 

Wilson Area School-
Based Health Centers

(WASH) have been
established at Forest Hills

Middle School and
Beddingfield High School
to support the health of

local students and
address a broad range of

needs. The
facilities serve as health

clinics to provide
accessible and affordable
physical and preventive

health services to
adolescents and WCS

employees.  

Read More

Wilson Academy
of Applied

Technology
The Wilson Academy of Applied
Technology (WAAT) opened in
2015 to provide an innovative

early college high school
created through a partnership

of Wilson County Schools,
Wilson Community College and

local industry leaders.  This
program is designed to

immerse students in a hands
on learning experience by
offering them unparalleled

access to dedicated community
partners.

Read More

Middle School
After School
Programming

In late 2018, the Healthcare
Foundation of Wilson made a

bold commitment of
$22,000,000 to build a brighter

future for Wilson's middle
school students.  The

Foundation partnered with the
Wilson Family YMCA to realize
their vision to develop an after
school network of mentors and
talented service providers who

will create opportunities for
middle schoolers to discover
their strengths, explore their

passions, and help their young
minds grow with a focus on

health and wellness.

Read More

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE
WILSON FORWARD

2019/2020 FUNDRAISING BROCHURE

The success of Wilson Forward is dependent on
the partnerships we have with our local
community, and many of our partners provide
annual investments to support our organization.
Wilson Forward operates on a modest budget,
and we are funded through the steadfast support
of our city and county governments as well as
every sector represented through our Board of
Directors. Over the past few years, we have
established a more significant investment from the
corporate and private sector of our community,
and in the years ahead, we will strive to build even
stronger relationships with our local business
partners and individual community members.

CONTRIBUTE TODAY!

BREW GOOD FOR
WILSON

WITH THE UNITED
WAY

WCC ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING

INSTITUTE

EXPLORE 
WILSON

Please contact us with any
questions or inquiries

Paula Benson,  Executive Director
PBenson@WilsonForward.org

Cameron Cochran, Associate Director
CCochran@WilsonForward.org

Connect with us through
the links below!

Unlocking The Future...
Onward and Upward!

As we enter the new year and a new decade, we have reflected on some of the significant
changes and intiatives that have had an incredible impact in our community. Countless

partnerships and collaborations have created a successful era of growth and innovation. In
this issue, we have highlighted just a few of these many exciting projects, and we know the
next 10 years will bring even more opportunities to make Wilson the best place for all who

live and work here.

Wilson Forward approaches every opportunity and challenge through a collaborative lens. 
With a team of over 250 community leaders and partners, we know our community thrives
when we come together; helping those most in need, addressing our biggest challenges,

identifying our best opportunities, and working toward a better future.

Please accept our sincere thanks for your support and partnership, and we look
forward to accomplishing great things together in this next decade.

TO COMMUNITY 
Wilson Forward represents the combined efforts of community leaders and partners including city and
county government, businesses and neighborhoods, schools and colleges, civic organizations and
churches working together for the purpose of creating, supporting, and promoting positive developments
that result in the greatest possible benefit for all citizens of Wilson.

FOR CHANGE
Collaboration is our core value. We believe that collaboration makes Wilson stronger; therefore, together
we approach every community opportunity and challenge through a collaborative lens, bringing a team
of community leaders and partners together.

OPPORTUNITY
Wilson Forward uses innovative approaches to support and create positive changes in our community
by cultivating cross-sector partnerships for long lasting community change. We build awareness, focus
alignment of mutually reinforcing activities for more effective outcomes, and increase levels of
engagement from individuals and organizations.

GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN OUR

Collaboration has been a driving force behind Wilson's growth over the last 10 years. Wilson Forward is
inspired by and grateful for the numerous innovative achievements built through strong and lasting
multi-sector partnerships. 

Our Community - Investing and Preparing for our Future 

Become a Supporter Today!

COMMUNITY PARTNER EVENTS
Upcoming Community Partner Events & Programs

https://www.facebook.com/WilsonForwardNC/
https://twitter.com/WilsonForward
https://wilsonforward.org/
https://wilsonforward.org/funding/funding-become-a-supporter/
https://wilsonforward.org/annual-meetings/
https://wilsonforward.org/board-of-directors/
http://www.wilsontimes.com/stories/wilson-forward-director-graduates-leadership-program,181498
https://wilsonforward.org/wilson-wellness-collaborative/
https://www.ednc.org/bright-spots-wilson-2020-youth-master-plan/
https://wilsonforward.org/beyond-21/
https://wilsonforward.org/board-of-advisors/
https://wilsonforward.org/data/
https://wilsonforward.org/wilson-leadership-institute/
https://www.facebook.com/Gig360/
https://wilsontimes.com/stories/school-health-centers-boosting-student-wellness,137155
http://www.wilsontimes.com/stories/tech-academy-gets-20m-s1,195151?
http://www.wilsontimes.com/stories/a-brighter-future-for-our-youth,193014
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2020-Fundraising-Brochure.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/funding/funding-become-a-supporter/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/brew-good-wilson-tickets-83178648577
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WCC_Advanced-Manufacturing-Institute_SP2020.pdf
http://explorewilson.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WilsonForwardNC/
https://twitter.com/WilsonForward
https://wilsonforward.org/
https://www.wilsonforward.org/
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Communication-Guidelines-for-Impact-Wilson.pdf

