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Support
Today

Wilson was selected and funded by the
Anonymous Trust to work with MDC, a
highly regarded organization (based in
Durham) that brings an abiding
commitment to the work of catalyzing
change so that everyone - particularly our
most vulnerable populations - can thrive.
MDC seeks to address structural factors
and systemic barriers in order to build an
inclusive economy that creates
opportunities for all North Carolinians to
connect to a talent development system
that leads to a family sustaining career
pathway. In Wilson, MDC will engage local
leaders, employers, students, low wage
workers, and community partners in a
series of conversations to examine the
current realities of the talent development
system, create a vision for an equitable
talent development system, determine the
forces that help people (re)connect to the
talent development system, and develop a
set of recommended solutions to promote
postsecondary attainment and ultimately,
increase economic mobility odds. MDC
has led successful and very meaningful
work in various regions of the southeast,
and we are honored to receive this
opportunity for Wilson.

Pictured: Paula Benson and Mayor Bruce Rose

Mayor Bruce Rose 
A True Champion For The Greatest Place!
Bruce Rose has served on the board of Wilson Forward
since 2007, and on December 12, he was honored for
his many years of service and leadership.  In comments
provided by Dr. Doug Searcy (Chair, Wilson Foward) and
Mr. Eliot Smith (Past-Chair, Wilson Forward), Bruce was
regarded as a leader who has served with great
purpose.  Eliot referenced a quote of Henry David
Thoreau: "It is not enough to be busy... The question is:
What are we busy about?"  Bruce has represented the
Wilson community with honor and enthusiasm, and his
impact has been significant.  After receiving a standing
ovation from the  entire board, Bruce concluded the
recognition with his famous quote: "Wilson is the greatest
place on God's green earth".

Grady "Bucky" Robbins
"The Glue That Holds Us Together"!

Recently, Grady "Bucky" Robbins was
recognized with NC's highest honor of
service when he was presented with the
Order of the Long Leaf Pine.  In the
comments offered by Norman Harrell
(County Cooperative Extension Director),
Bucky was referenced as a person who
serves as the "glue that helps hold this
community together".  Bucky has served
Wilson Forward in many roles, but has
always represented the mission and values
of our organization.  We are grateful and
honored to partner with such an outstanding
member of the Wilson community.

Pictured left to right: Pender Sharp, Paula Benson, and Bucky
Robbins

We Are Seeking Our
Next Team Member:
Wilson Forward is recruiting a

versatile professional to join our team.
This part time Operations and

Administrative Coordinator position
will target 20 hours per week and will

provide the administrative support
needed for our organization.

 
All interested candidates can use this

link for more information:

Join The Wilson Forward Team

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE
WILSON FORWARD

2019/2020 FUNDRAISING BROCHURE

The success of Wilson Forward is dependent on
the partnerships we have with our local
community, and many of our partners provide
annual investments to support our organization.
Wilson Forward operates on a modest budget,
and we are funded through the steadfast support
of our city and county governments as well as
every sector represented through our Board of
Directors. Over the past few years, we have
established a more significant investment from the
corporate and private sector of our community,
and in the years ahead, we will strive to build even
stronger relationships with our local business
partners and individual community members.

CONTRIBUTE TODAY!

Our team will be taking a small break and will step away
from the office for all of next week to enjoy Christmas with

family and friends and to recharge for an action-packed
2020. We wish you and yours a blessed holiday season
full of joy and we look forward to reconnecting with you

early in the new year.

BREW GOOD FOR WILSON
WITH THE UNITED WAY

WCC ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING INSTITUTE

BARTON FOOTBALL
COUNTDOWN

GET CONNECTED

Please contact us with any
questions or inquiries

Paula Benson,  Executive Director
PBenson@WilsonForward.org

Cameron Cochran, Associate Director
CCochran@WilsonForward.org

Connect with us through
the links below!

Identifying Strategies for a Stronger Workforce

Pictured above: MDC representatives with local workforce development and education partners discussing ideas for a future project funded by
the Anonymous Trust 

Local Partners Designing 
After School Middle School Program for Wilson

Earlier this month, Wilson Forward partnered with Healthcare Foundation of Wilson and the Wilson
YMCA to convene over 30 partners to focus on the design and development of an afterschool network
of mentors and talented service providers. Local representatives convened on the campus of Barton
College to share their ideas and expertise for the development of a program that will impact the lives of
our local youth. This future after school program will connect middle schoolers to opportunities that will
help them discover their strengths and explore their passions. Brian Randall, the developer of the
program, led the discussion and answered questions asked by local partners. This program is the first
strategic initiative of the Healthcare Foundation of Wilson, and through a network of community
partners, the program will offer engaging, hands-on programming choices after school for middle school
youth ages 11-14 at a new YMCA. All interested partners can contact Brian Randall or visit Middle
School After School Network.

Read More Here

2019 Ends With High Honors to Great Leaders

Read More Here

Become a Supporter Today!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

COMMUNITY PARTNER EVENTS
Upcoming Community Partner Events & Programs

https://www.facebook.com/WilsonForwardNC/
https://twitter.com/WilsonForward
https://wilsonforward.org/
https://wilsonforward.org/funding/funding-become-a-supporter/
https://www.mdcinc.org/
https://wilsonforward.org/join-the-wilson-forward-team/
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2020-Fundraising-Brochure.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2020-TRIFOLD-PDF.pdf
https://wilsonforward.org/funding/funding-become-a-supporter/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/brew-good-wilson-tickets-83178648577
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/WCC_Advanced-Manufacturing-Institute_SP2020.pdf
https://www.barton.edu/football365/
http://unitedwayofwilson.galaxydigital.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WilsonForwardNC/
https://twitter.com/WilsonForward
https://wilsonforward.org/
https://www.wilsonforward.org/
mailto:brandall@wilsonymca.org
https://www.wilsonymca.org/programs/middle-school-afterschool-network
http://www.wilsontimes.com/stories/after-school-program-takes-shape,189642
http://www.wilsontimes.com/stories/bucky-robbins-honored-at-farm-city-week,195867
https://wilsonforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Communication-Guidelines-for-Impact-Wilson.pdf

